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The Quadripartite Division of Powers in the Iranian Political
System under the Current Constitution
Assist. Prof. Dr. Ali Daryoul Mohammed Al-Jubouri
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ABSTRACT:

The Islamic Revolution in Iran triumphed in 1979, overthrowing the
Pahlavi regime and paving the way for the institutionalization of Ve-
layat-e Fagqih (Guardianship of the Jurist) as the foundation of political
authority. This marked the emergence of a significant political role for the
jurist in establishing an Islamic government that acts as a representative
of the Awaited Imam, Imam Mahdi (peace be upon him), in governing the
Islamic nation. This system demonstrated the capacity to pragmatically
employ realist tools in both domestic and foreign policy. Post-revolution-
ary Iran adopted a unique Islamic system of governance ,aiming to pres-
ent a modern model of Islamic rule through the concept of the” Islamic
Republic—*“a synthesis between the Western notion of a republic and the
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religious concept of Islamic governance.

KEYWORDS: Iranian Constitution of 1979, Theory of Absolute Juris-
prudence, Civil Governance, Theocratic Theory, Guardian Council, Pow-
ers of the Supreme Leader(Velayat-e Faqih)
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policy see Peter Jones, ‘How to Negotiate with Iran’, Foreign Policy, 7 April 2009, http://
www.foreignpolicy
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