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Populism and liberal democracy
Osamah Subhi Abed AL-Zuhairi
University of Baghdad/College of Political Science
ABSTRACT
The relationship between populism and democracy has
always been debated among researchers, because there
is a difference between populism and liberal democracy.
On the other hand, it emphasizes the rights of minorities
that contrast with populism, as populists see that noth-
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ing should constrain the will of the people, and therefore
usually oppose elected bodies, judicial institutions, and
rules that seek to strengthen the separation of powers,
and accordingly populism exploits the tensions inherent
in the liberal model that attempts to find a harmonious
balance between popular will and constitutionalism, and
thus, some view populism as a form of democratic ex-
tremism, in the sense that it portrays the people as the
only entity with the right to formulate rights, duties, and
procedural rules that regulate the exercise of power.

KEY WORDS: Populism , Democracy , Nationalism
Liberalism
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(3) Jane Mansbridge and
Stephen Macedo, Populism
and  democratic  theory,
Annual Review of Law and
Social Science Vol.15, USA,
2019, p.70.
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(11) Roger Eatwell, Matthew
Goodwin, National Populism:
The Revolt Against Liberal
Democracy, Penguin, UK,
2018, p.19.
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The populist challenge to
liberal democracy, Journal of
Democracy, Vol. 29, No. 2,
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(20) Daniele Albertazzi and
Mueller,
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Populists in government in
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and democracy:
Austria, Italy, Poland and
Switzerland, Government
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3, Cambridge University,

June 2013, p .350.
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