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Developing Countries: Intellectual Debates in a Post-
Cold War Environment

Mohamed Al-Oufi
Iman Al-Marzougqi
Sidi Mohamed Ben Abdellah University, Fez, Morocco

ABSTRACT:

With the end of the Cold War marked by the collapse of the Soviet
Union and the triumph of Western democracy in the early 1990s, most
proponents of liberal political culture believed that a new era of «de-
mocratic diffusion» in developing countries had begun. They argued
that Western support for their political elites would lead them to rid
themselves of their authoritarian regimes. Since many of these coun-
tries were under the control of military authoritarian systems, it be-
came clear that the promised «democratic diffusion» aimed to restore
political elites to power after removing the military from it. To better
understand this emerging situation, particularly the extent to which
the new environment of the international system facilitated political
reform towards democratic transition in developing countries, it was
necessary to dissect the interactions of their civil-military relations in
light of the perceptions generated by the end of the Cold War.

KEYWORDS: Army, Political Authority, Democratic Transition,
Liberalism
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