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The Malaysian Political Crisis and Its Impact on Consoli-
dating Democracy (2018-2022)
Asst. Lecturer Balsam Aladdin Hassan Qasim
(University of Baghdad, College of Political Science, Department of
Political Systems and Public Policy)

Email: Balsam.Aladdin@copolicy.uobaghdad.edu.ig
ABSTRACT

This study aims to shed light on the Malaysian political cri-
sis, which saw the overthrow of an authoritarian regime that
had persisted for decades until the 2018 elections. The research
explores the political struggle between competing factions and
focuses on the emerging democratic transition in Malaysia.
Accordingly, the study is divided into three sections. The first
examines the 2018 elections, during which the dominant party
collapsed and the opposition rose to power. The second discuss-
es the resignation of Mahathir Mohamad, the ensuing political
turmoil, and the challenges of democratic transition. The final

section addresses the social, economic, and health crises that
emerged during this period.

KEYWORDS: Ethnic Diversity, COVID-19, Pakatan Hara-
pan (Alliance of Hope), Malaysian Family.
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(1) Jamal Hashim and others, COVID-19 Epidemic in Malaysia: Epidemic Progression,
Challenges, and Response, (Frontiers in Public Health journal, volume.9)2021 :, p.6.
(2) Aleksandr KOROLEV, A.Korolev. Malaysia political crisis: scandals, intrigues,
vapes, Centre for Comprehensive European and International Studies (CCEIS), HSE
University, obtained it on 2024-4-20, from a site: https://asean.mgimo.ru/en/opinions/
malay-polit-crisis

(3) Aleksandr KOROLEY, op.cit.
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(1) Muhamad M. N. Nadzri, The 14th General Election, the Fall of Barisan Nasional,
and Political Development in Malaysia 1957-2018,( GIGA German Institute of Global
and Area Studies, Volume 37, Issue 3)2019 :, p.151.
(2) Aleksandr KOROLEY, op.cit.

(3) Suzuki Ayame, Malaysia: Authoritarian Persistence and Reform Opportunities,
obtained it on 2024-4-20, from a site: https://www.nippon.com/en/in-depth/a08602/
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(1) Kai Ostwald, Four Arenas: Malaysia’s 2018 Election Reform and Democratization, (
routledge, Volume 27, Issue 4)2020 :, p.3.

(2) Bridgt Welsh, Saviour politics and Malaysia’s 2018 Electoral Democratic
Breakthrough: Rethinking Explanatory Narratives and Implications, Journal of Current
Southeast Asian Affairs,( GIGA German Institute of Global and Area Studies)2018 :,
p-94.
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(1) Bridget Welsh, Malaysia’s Political Polarization: Race, Religion, and Reform,
obtained it on 2024-3-16, from a site: https://carnegieendowment.org/2020/08/18/
malaysia-s-plitical-polarization-race-religion-and-reform-pub.

(2) Teck Chi Wong and Garry Rodan, Malaysia’s new struggle over state power, obtained
it on 2024-3-28, from a site: https://www.newmandala.org/malaysias-new-struggle-over-
state-power/
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(1) Bridget Welsh., The End of UMNO? Essays on Malaysia’s Former Dominant Party,
(Petaling Jaya, Malaysia: Strategic Information and Research Development Centre:
)2018, p.83.

(2) Bridget Welsh, Malaysia’s Political Polarization: Race, Religion, and Reform, op.cit.
(3) Shanon Shah, Populist Politics in the New Malaysia, (NEW DIVERSITIES, Vol. 21,
No. 2)2019 :, p.64.
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(1) Jamal Hashim and others, op.cit, p.6-7.
(2) Malaysian Politics: What Just Happened and the Political Outlook, obtained it on

2024-4-7, from a site: https://th.boell.org/en/2021/10/20/malaysian-politics-what-just-
happened-and-political-outlook
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(1) Aleksandr KOROLEY, op.cit.
(2) Joshua Kurlantzick, Malaysia’s Political Crisis Is Dooming Its COVID-19 Response,
World Politics Review, 2021,p.2.
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(1) Malaysian Politics: What Just Happened and the Political Outlook, op.cit.
(2) Jamal Hashim and others, op.cit, p.7.
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