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ABSTRACT:

The city of Kirkuk is characterized by a wide range of strategic assets
that have granted it a prominent position at both the domestic and regional
levels .These attributes have rendered the city a focal point of attraction
and contention between Arabs and Kurds since the early formation of the
Iraqi state and continuing to the present day .The intensity of the conflict
escalated due to the failure of the central government to implement the
provisions stipulated in Article 140 of the permanent Iraqi Constitution
of .2005 In ,2017 the Kurdistan Regional Government took a unilateral
step by holding an independence referendum that included Kirkuk ,which
prompted regional powers —in coordination with the Iraqi federal gov-
ernment —to adopt a set of policies aimed at reasserting control over the
city.

KEYWORDS :Kirkuk ,conflict ,regional balance.
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(5) Kirkuk and Its Arabization: Historical Background and Ongoing Issues in the
Disputed Territories, Washington Kurdish institute,p8, available on the following link:

https://dckurd.org/wp-content/uploads/202104//Kirkuk-and-Its-Arabization-Historical-
Background-and-Ongoing-Issues-in-the-Disputed-Territories.pdf.
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(1) we just want someone to protect us” Civilian Protection Challenges in Kirkuk,
center for civilians in conflict, 2019,p8, available on the following link: https://
civiliansinconflict.org/wp-content/uploads/202001//Kirkuk We-Just-Want-Someone-to-
Protect-Us.pdf.
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(2) Emma Sky, Iraq’s Kurds have overplayed their hand. Now both sides must talk,
available on the following link: https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/
oct/19/iraq-kurds-overplayed-hand-kirkuk
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1- Emma Sky, Iraq’s Kurds have overplayed their hand. Now both sides
must talk, available on the following link: https://www.theguardian.
com/commentisfree/2017/oct/19/iraq-kurds-overplayed-hand-kirkuk.

2-  Kirkuk and Its Arabization: Historical Background and Ongoing Issues
in the Disputed Territories, Washington Kurdish institute, available on
the following link: https://dckurd.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/
Kirkuk-and-Its-Arabization-Historical-Background-and-Ongoing-Is-
sues-in-the-Disputed-Territories.pdf.

3- we just want someone to protect us” Civilian Protection Challenges in
Kirkuk, center for civilians in conflict, 2019, available on the follow-
ing link: https://civiliansinconflict.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/
Kirkuk We-Just-Want-Someone-to-Protect-Us.pdf.
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