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ABSTRACT

This study examines the role of digital sovereignty as a central strate-
gic framework in contemporary international competition. Control over
data, digital infrastructure, and advanced technologies has emerged as a
critical determinant of state power. The research analyzes the competition
between the United States and China as a global model for leveraging cy-
berspace as a tool of influence and strategic power projection.The study
further applies this analysis to the Middle East, with a focus on regional
competition between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Islamic Re-
public of Iran. It illustrates how digital sovereignty can be strategically
employed to enhance regional influence and reshape power balances.
Consequently, digital sovereignty is not merely a technical instrument en-
compassing digital infrastructure; it constitutes a strategic framework that
directly affects states’ capacity to manage international relations and ex-
pand their global digital influence.

KEYWORDS: Digital sovereignty, international competition, cyber-
space, Middle East
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